
 

Please use Infinite Campus to check your grades.  You should do this 
as needed, at least once a week. If you have a question about a grade, 
ask that question within one week after it is posted.
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Course Content
The class consists of mini-lessons 
around reading and writing, 
and is centered around 
students’ independent reading. 
Students should always be in 
the middle of a book! 

Writing  multa paucis 

Students will write frequently: 
book reviews, summaries, and 
lessons around good 
storytelling. Students will revise 
some of those papers into 
polished final products.

Weighted Grading 
Writing	 25% 

Reading 	 35% 

Discussion & Collab	 20% 

Homework & Classwork	 20% 
	  

velle est posse

Reading 
This class revolves around 
students’ independent reading. 
Students will choose their books. 
Over the semester, their choices 
must show some variety (length, 
genre, difficulty, and 
perspective). Students are 
expected to read a minimum 
average of 20 pages a day and 
to have their books with them 
every day. This reading goal is 
a significant aspect of their 
overall grade.  
   Students may get their books 
(real books and ebooks) from 
home, from the public library, 
the school library, or my 
classroom library. I will teach 
students how to access these 
libraries online.  Important note: 
I’m sorry to have to say, 
students who borrow books from 
my classroom library will be 
charged if they fatally damage 
or lose the books.  

Discussion & 
Collaboration 
Online and in-person, we will 
practice these discussion norms: 
Listen Patiently, Listen Actively, 
Monitor Your Voice. Students 
will develop discussion and 
collaboration skills in various 
contexts, like book clubs, 
writers’ workshop, and group 
projects. 

Classroom Decorum 
alterum non laedere 

I expect from each of my students 
responsible, respectful behavior, 
online and in-person.  Do listen 
when others are speaking, control 
your impulses, and clean up after 
yourself. Don’t waste others’ time, 
use insulting language, or interrupt 
the flow of class. Put away your 
phone during class, whether class is 
in person or online. While in Zoom 
discussions, wear school clothes 
and use a blank background. In 
face-to-face learning, bring your 
materials, be in your seat at the 
bell, and keep your desk clear.

EXPLORING 

LITERATURE



Grading Policy 
acta non verba 

1. Assignment Grades 
Major papers are graded on a 5-point 
scale; 5 = A, 4 = B,  3 = C, and below 3 
does not pass. Tests are graded on the 
traditional 90%, 80%, 70% scale. 

2.  Course Grades 
As District policy states, 90% is an A-, 
80% a B-, 70% a C-, and below that an F. 
Please see “Weighted Grading” on the 
reverse for how grades are calculated. 

3.  Extra Credit  
It is seldom offered. Students pass the 
course based on their ability to do the 
required work. Extra credit will never 
change a 69.9% or lower. 

4.  Cheating & Plagiarism 
Either will result in a zero on the 
assignment with no possibility of make-
up and a U citizenship mark. Among 
other things, this includes copying from 
the internet, copying fellow-students on 
group-work, using the words of someone 
who “helped” you on a writing 
assignment., etc.  It also includes giving 
your written work to others, allowing 
them to copy it.  

Contact Ms. Akashian 

Email Preferred: 
makashian@tvusd.us 

Website: 
tvusd.k12.ca.us/Page/14654 

Students can also contact  
Ms. A through Canvas, using 
Q&A discussions and the 
Inbox feature. 

Attendance tarde venientibus ossa 
Please see the district policies on attendance and 
make-up work due to excused absences. Students 
must participate in online learning — not just log 
in — to be marked present. 

Homework 
Students are expected to read their choice texts 
more or less daily, averaging at least 20 pages a 
day. However, I will not assign other types of 
homework every day. That means that the 
homework I do assign is important; usually, it will 
be necessary for whatever we do in class the next 
day.  That is why homework will be accepted on 
the due date only. Therefore, students should have 
a system to keep track of homework assignments. 

In-Class Work 
Some assignments completed during class-time 
will be for a grade, and others will be marked 
complete/incomplete. Usually, classwork that is 
not completed during class-time should be 
completed for homework. NOTE: In Canvas, 
students will often be required to complete 
assignments in order.  In other words, they often 
will not be allowed to begin “Step 2” without 
completing the assignment for “Step 1,” etc. 

Independence/Self-Advocacy 
Reading directions for assignments is a critical 
skill, especially in online learning. If students 
are still confused, please ask Ms. A for help! 

Remind 
Parents and students can add themselves to 
Ms. Akashian’s Remind account to get class 
updates and homework reminders via text 
message or email. See my website for class 
codes. 

Late Work 
During Face-to-Face Instruction: Each student 
will be given two personalized stickers. Each 
one, when attached to an assignment, serves 
as a pass to turn that assignment in late, up 
to one week past the due date.  Online 
assignments turned in late must be PRINTED 
in order to turn them in. Papers will be 
accepted, possibly for reduced credit, 
depending on how late.  This means every 
student may turn in two late assignments -- 
but ONLY two late assignments -- over the 
course of the semester. 

During Online Instruction: Assignment due 
dates are set in Canvas and cannot be 
adjusted for individual students.  Therefore, 
any flexibility on due dates requires a 
conversation with Ms. A. She will likely not 
approve late work for smaller assignments. 
Limit two assignments. 

Online and Face-to-Face: Late work is not 
accepted the final two weeks of the semester. 

ipsa scientia potestas est

Policies and Procedures


